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From the Headmaster  
Dear Readers,  

 

We have had a truly fantastic book week; visitors from the UK including Meg 

Harper the well know childrenõs author and the marvellous puppeteers who 

enthralled our students. We also incorporated Art Day in the Book week and 

there are many spectacular book covers on display at both campuses.  

 

As well as a Readathon which has raised money 

for charity, we have had poetry recitals and quiet 

time to allow pupils the special joy of reading.  

 

The snow has also been magical, and apologies 

for cancelling ASAs but I am pleased no  

mainstream teaching time was lost.  

 

Next week do not miss the coffee morning at 

Sanlitun or the three music concerts; Monday a 

professional ensemble at Shunyi and primary  

concerts at both campuses.  

 

Have a good weekend,  

 

James Batten , Headmaster  
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Foundation Stage  

Foundation Stage has had a 

very busy ôBook Weekõ with vis-

its, performances and dress up 

and down days. We were all in 

the jungle on Monday with a 

puppeteer in ôFinders Keepersõ 

and in a palace helping Meg 

Harper tell her story of ôPrincess 

Ameliaõ on Tuesday. We were 

very cosy in our pyjamas reading bedtime stories on snow 

filled Tuesday, and enjoyed exploiting our artistic talents 

on Thursday when we made our giant book covers. We 

even listened to some stories in other languages. The cli-

max of our week was dressing up as our favourite book 

character when our imaginations were allowed to run free!  

Book Week has been an exciting one for Pre -Nursery at 

Sanlitun. We read Elmer stories and did lots of drawing. We 

loved the puppet show with all the magical animals and 

sounds.     Continued on next page.....  
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We enjoyed listening to bed time stories in our 

pyjamas and made a huge wax resist painting 

of Elmer, the elephant.  

Nursery has been enjoying in particular the 

ôElmerõ stories by David McKee, playing games, 

counting squares and creating new elephant 

colours! We were very lucky to have a visit from 

Year 4 who read us some of their favourite stories 

and had time to read us some of ours too. We 

hope they will come back again.  

Reception have been busy acting, painting, sticking, 

reading and taking parts in 

lots of fun activities linked to 

the story ôNot Now, Bernardõ by David McKee. We 

particularly enjoyed pretending to be monsters and 

making our very own monster hand puppet.  

We enjoyed a visit from the Year 5 and 6 children on 

Monday as they interviewed us as part of the proc-

ess of writing individual books for us all. We cannot 

wait to read them!  

Nancy Appelbe, Nursery Teacher, Sanlitun  

Key Stage One  

Key Stage One have had tremendous fun this week ð before we even mention the work in the class-

room!   Firstly, theyõve had visitors:  theyõve entered the jungle and watched a one woman puppet 

show involving many wild animals.   They also met Meg Harper, an author, who read to the children 

and helped them invent imaginary pets of bizarre and exciting proportions.   As well as these experi-

ences, the children have also made fantastic snowmen during the school competition and have had 

a suitably messy Art Day.   It seems fitting to see them dressed up so extravagantly on this weekõs final 

day ð what a creative week!  

 

Inspired by such bright stimulus, the children have also worked in the classroom with great energy to 

produce brilliant results.   Year One have concentrated on the poet Eric Lear who wrote crazy non-

sense poems, including The Owl and The Pussycat.   Inspired by his work, the children created and 

wrote about their own strange world, and then, combined with input from our resident author, Meg 

Harper, the children thought of their own imaginary creatures 

about whom they wrote vivid descriptions.   The children have 

also made shadow puppets of the Owl and The Pussycat, 

and acted out the story.   For Art Day, Year One made Eric 

Lear giant front covers.   In Year Two, their focus was on Nick 

Sharratt and his comic books involving animals, food and 

pants!  The children observed his trick of using split pages to 

turn a normal story into a hilarious comic read!   Together the 

children created similar class anthologies, which can be seen 

in the classrooms.  They also made moving shadow puppets, 

and then produced enormous front covers of their favourite 

books.    Continued on next page..................  
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KS2 children from years 4 -6 took part in a poetry recital in Sanlitun on Wednes-

day.   The standard of the recitals was extremely high with the children choos-

ing a wide range of poems to perform.   The children and teachers were 

wowed as the listened to recitals of ôThe Owl and the Pussycatõ recited by Max 

Li and ôJabberwockyõ recited by Kirsty McLeod , amongst others.  Mr Batten 

and Mrs Brock had the tough job of judging the recital and in the end 

the children in the audience had to choose from three finalists.   These 

were Elena Kugelstadt, Kirsty McLeod and Eugine Lee.   The winner 

was Eugine who won 100rmb to spend at the book stalls for her recital 

of the poem ôTwo Witchesõ .  Congratulations!  

Stuart Young , Sanlitun  

News From Sanlitun:  

 

In Year 2 at Sanlitun, we had a Tongue Twister 

competition.   Over the last week Year 2 have been 

practising Tongue Twisters at home, ready for our 

competition on Wednesday.   Getting their heads 

and tongues round some tricky words, the children 

managed to perform such poems to the rest of the 

year.   Our winners were Alyssa and Maria from 2G, 

and Ethan from 2I.   They twisted their mouths 

around these words for nearly a minute each with-

out making a mistake!  Do you think you can do 

the same?  

ôPurple Paper Peopleõ by Alyssa and Maria 

ôWhich witch wore whichwatch, and which watch did which witch wearõ by Ethan. 

 

Such a busy and exciting week is certainly one to remember!  

Esther Irwin, Sanlitun  

Primary Round Up  

Art Day  
On the Thursday of book week all classes, from pre -nursery to 

Year 6, took part in the annual event of art day.   It ran slightly 

differently this year where it was incorporated into these book 

themed days.  

Each class was given an authorõs name and were free to look 

at a selection of books by that writer.   Their task was to create 

a large version of one of these book covers using creative and exciting meth-

ods.   The children (and teachers) rose to the challenge by using a combina-

tion of collage, printing, 3D work and even textiles!   Some children even de-

signed a new front cover for their chosen book and created this in large scale.  

The final pieces are amazing, detailed and colourful, where you can easily see 

the effort put in by all.   The book covers will be on display around school so 

please feel free to wander around and have a look at the extraordinary art-

work from the talented children at BSB.  

Jo Young, Primary art & DT coordinator  
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From the Secondary Library...   
This was the busiest week in the Library so far this 

year. Bake sale was on for the whole week.  Students 

came in to change their reading books more frequently 
and enjoyed reading in the "extended library area" outside 

Library. 
 

Readathon Week  

Students have been busy reading all week aiming to achieve a combined total of 1,200 reading 
hours. Some students had managed more than 10 hours by the end of Tuesday!   Final totals and money raised 

will be published in next week's Newsletter.    
 

Invitation to the "Book City" Trip  
BSB community is invited to the Book Fair at the International Book City in 

Tongzhou on 26th November.  Transport from BSB can be arranged.  If you 

are interested, contact me on tomoe.fujise@britishschool.org.cn by Monday 
16th November. 

 
Library Coffee Morning  

Friday 20th November after morning drop off. If you have some time, or are 

able to help out, please stop by and say hello. Hope to see you!  
 

Book Donations  
If you have unwanted books at home BSB welcomes any, and all, book dona-

tions throughout the year. Donations will be put to good use to support BSB's 
charitable work. 

Tomi Barnsley, Secondary Library  

 

Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body. ~ Joseph Addison  ~  

BSB News:  
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PE  

On Thursday some of the children at Sanlitun took the opportunity to try and help break a Guinness 

World Record.  15 children spent half an hour 'stacking' plastic cups to try and break the record of 

most people stacking in one day.  

We are yet to hear if the record has been broken but will keep you informed.  

The children who took part were;  

Francisco Menezes, Eric Kim, Max Han, Warren Lee, Aaron Kim, Jorge De La Vega, Mark Han, Jim Lin,  

Anthony Chao, Antonio Menezes, Alan Lee, Elena Kugelstadt, Aaron Lam, Roger Ren, Ethan Kiang.  

 

Unfortunately the sport stacking event that some of the KS2 children were going to attend was can-

celled due to bad weather.  We look forward to the re -scheduling of this event next week.  

 

The first block of swimming at Sanlitun is now complete and it was wonderful to see such enthusiastic 

swimmers.  Swimming will resume at the end of the Spring term and throughout the Summer term.  
 

Katie Robinson, PE Teacher 
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